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Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain understanding. 2 I give you 

sound learning, so do not forsake my teaching. 3 For I too was a son to my father, still tender, and 

cherished by my mother. 4 Then he taught me, and he said to me, “Take hold of my words with all 

your heart; keep my commands, and you will live. 5 Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget 

my words or turn away from them. 6 Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, 

and she will watch over you. 7 The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost all you 

have, get understanding. 8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor 

you. 9 She will give you a garland to grace your head and present you with a glorious crown.”  
10 Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of your life will be many. 11 I instruct you in 

the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths. 12 When you walk, your steps will not be 

hampered; when you run, you will not stumble. 13 Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; guard it 

well, for it is your life. 14 Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in the way of evildoers. 
15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn from it and go on your way. 16 For they cannot rest until they 

do evil; they are robbed of sleep till they make someone stumble. 17 They eat the bread of 

wickedness and drink the wine of violence.  

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him.  Amen. 

 

About a hundred years ago, a young minister named Reinhold Niebuhr included a prayer in a 

sermon that he was preaching at a small-town church in Massachusetts: “God, grant me the serenity to 

accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference.”  He repeated the prayer in future sermons and used it in his church groups and it grew in 

popularity.  Eventually, the prayer was adopted and made even more popular by Alcoholics 

Anonymous.  They recognized that Pastor Niebuhr’s prayer hit on a very key element.  If we want our 

lives to change, if we want to have a chance at seeing our lives improve or of seeing our lives in the best 

possible light, then we need wisdom. 

Wisdom is the application of the knowledge that we have.  It’s our capacity to use what we know 

to inform the decisions that we make.  Making good decisions leads to happy feelings.  Wisdom leads to 

happiness.   

About 3000 years ago, there was a young prince who was not very wise.  As his father was 

drawing closer to the end of his years and knew that his son was going inherit his kingdom, he was a 

little worried about how his son would do.  In particular, he was concerned about a large building project 

that his son was going to be undertaking.  God had told this king whose name was David that his son 

Solomon would be the one to build a temple for His Name.  “But my son Solomon is young and 

inexperienced,” David said, “and the house to be built for the LORD should be of great 

magnificence and fame and splendor in the sight of all nations. Therefore, I will make 

preparations for it.”  So David made extensive preparations before His death (I Chr 22:5). 

But if you know anything about Solomon, then you know David didn’t need to be too worried.  

After Solomon had become king, God came to him one night and offered to give him whatever he asked 

for.  Solomon asked for wisdom and understanding so that he could faithfully lead God’s people and 

God blessed him with incredible wisdom and insight.  



Solomon recognized that what he had was a special gift and he wanted to share it, so he left us 

with a multitude of wise sayings that make up a large part of the Old Testament book of Proverbs.  In 

the section of Proverbs 4 which we heard a few minutes ago he passes along a useful lesson that he had 

learned as a child from his father David: Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or 

turn away from them.  Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will 

watch over you.  The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get 

understanding.  Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor you.  She will 

give you a garland to grace your head and present you with a glorious crown. 

If we take David and Solomon at their word, then wisdom sounds like a pretty important thing to 

have.  So how do we set about obtaining this wisdom?  Where do we start?  Verse seven doesn’t seem to 

be particularly helpful, The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.  Kind of like using a word to 

define a word.  If we back up to the beginning of the book of Proverbs though, there’s another passage 

that might help a bit more, one that pops up a number of times through the book of Proverbs and it 

serves as a theme for the whole book. Here’s what it says: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom.  

Last week we talked about worth.  We saw how there’s a problem when it comes to finding 

worth in ourselves.  That problem—that enemy of proper esteem—is sin.  God uses our consciences and 

the law written in His Word to point out that problem to us, to convict us of our sins, and to lead us to 

realize how worthless we are.  And then He comes to us with the gospel.  He shows us how deeply He 

loves us with the good news that He sent His Son Jesus, to rescue us from sin and to give us a new life 

that is full of value and worth.  Through Jesus, He reconciles us to Himself and makes us His dearly 

loved children. 

That, King Solomon is telling us, is where wisdom begins.  When we understand that on our own 

we are completely hopeless, but that in love He has given us a new life and new hope through the life 

and death and resurrection of His Son, it’s that understanding, which God works within us, that fills us 

with a humble fear of our God—a deep and reverential awe that recognizes without Him, we are 

nothing.  That fear of the LORD, understanding that He and He alone is our hope and salvation, leads us 

to turn to Him with hearts that are open to change and to growth, and with teachable ears that gladly 

hear what He has to tell us and how He wants us to live our lives. 

There are cut and dry situations where we can very easily tell what decisions our Lord would 

have us make and how He would have us act in a particular circumstance.  We have the Ten 

Commandments, we have the teachings of our Savior Jesus Himself, so we know not to steal or kill, we 

know to love our neighbors and to serve one another.  But there are also decisions we’re faced with at 

times that aren’t so cut and dry.  What college major should I pick?  Who should I date?  Should I take 

this new job opportunity or stay where I am?  How do we know what is right and what is wrong when 

there isn’t some clear-cut commandment from God to guide us in making certain choices? 

We have to have a mature sense of judgment that is able to work through the decisions that God 

doesn’t directly address in His Word.  So while wisdom may start with a childlike trust in the gospel 

message, and a faith that trusts in Jesus as our Savior from sin, it develops as we continue to learn and 

study God’s Word until His will is so deeply engrained in us that we can confidently make those kinds 

of decisions as we see and understand what God wants for us in our lives. 

It would be great, wouldn’t it, to be sure of every choice that you make, knowing that with that 

decision you are glorifying your Father in heaven and living the life that He wants you to live?  With 

that kind of understanding we really could see life better.  So how do we get there?  Where do we start?  

Well the beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.  You have to want it.  “Desire her,” Solomon tells us, 



“esteem wisdom and she will exalt you.  Recognize that godly understanding of life is supreme and 

worth whatever the cost may be.   

And then get it; go to the source.  We sang some of the words of Psalm 19 earlier where the 

psalmist wrote that the Word of the Lord makes us wise.  In our Gospel lesson, we heard Jesus tell us 

that the wise man is the one who hears His words and puts them into practice.  God’s Word lights up the 

path before us so that we know where we need to go.  It teaches us to make the decisions that will fill 

our lives with joy and happiness.  So we study that Word.  That’s the second stop on our discipleship 

cycle.  We get some of that studying in here when we gather for worship, but our main focus on these 

Sunday mornings is to praise God for and find joy in that basic message of the gospel.  Because we need 

that rest at the end of the week—that peace as we begin a new week of knowing that our sins are 

forgiven, that our God loves us, and that He wants us to be with Him forever. 

We can’t look at the full counsel of God in fifty or sixty twenty-minute sermons over the course 

of a year.  You need more than I can offer you here on a Sunday morning.  Now, one way you can get 

more is through personal devotion to God’s Word at home.  If you don’t have a time in your daily 

schedule set aside to study the Bible and gain a better understanding of God’s plan for you, then let me 

tell you now there is nothing else that you could do that would improve your quality of life more. 

But don’t stop at personal Bible study either.  There is a treasure-trove of wisdom to be found in 

the people sitting around you in this room.  They have experiences that you don’t, blessings they’ve 

received and struggles they’ve been through that are unique to them that have provided them with 

unique insights into life and into God’s Word that the rest of us don’t have.  We can take advantage of 

that by taking the opportunity to study God’s Word with them, whether that’s in our Sunday School 

hour, our mid-week Connection Groups, or something else you set up. 

There are other fine Christians out there as well, who have left their wisdom to us in books.  For 

hundreds of years, some of the greatest students of God’s Word have boiled down the wisdom and 

understanding they gained from the Scriptures and written it down so that they could pass it along to us.  

If you want recommendations for excellent reading that will stretch your minds and exercise and 

strengthen your faith, just ask me, I’ve got some. 

Finally, as you study God’s Word, don’t forget to pray.  Just like true worth, true wisdom is not 

something that comes from within ourselves.  It comes from God, and He uses His Word as the means to 

bring it to us.  So when you set out to study that Word, pray for wisdom.  Pray that God would give you 

the spiritual sight to see life better through a deeper understanding of His will and plan for you.  When 

you do that, you’ll be asking your heavenly Father to give you exactly what He wants you to have.  He 

wants you to have wisdom and understanding in your life.  He wants you to experience the joy and 

happiness that comes with making wise choices.  He wants you to have the peace that comes with a 

humble fear and trust of His role in your life.  He wants you to see life better, and the wisdom He 

provides through His Word will enable you to do just that.   

Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 


